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Head Scarf

Date
20th Century

Primary Maker
Li

Medium
Cotton and silk

Description
This is a head scarf from the Hainan Province of China, a staple in traditional Li women's attire. Brocade 
panels of cotton which are often reused or passed through the family make up the edge of the scarf. and 
are wrapped around the head in a turban style. Designs are mostly geometric with abstract, zoomorphic 
and ancestral imagery. Both the motifs and styles vary based on the subgroup of the Li, but frog and 
anthropomorphic motifs are common stylized figurative motifs seen on most textiles, though this 
headscarf has Hmong characters embroidered.

Dimensions
with tassels: 88 1/4 × 9 7/8 in. (224.2 × 25.1 cm) 62 3/4 × 9 7/8 in. (159.4 × 25.1 cm)


