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Blue Canoe Against the Reef

Date
c. 1979

Primary Maker
Millard Sheets

Medium
Watercolor on paper

Description
Millard Sheets attended the Chouinard Art Institute while studying with F. Tolles Chamberlin and Clarence 
Hinkle. As a teenager his watercolors were accepted for exhibition in the annual California Water Color 
Society shows and at nineteen he was an official member of the society. Also he worked with oils and 
acrylics, Sheets was best known for his watercolor landscapes. Millard Sheets’ depictions of natural 
environments can be found in this painting featuring his specialty in Surrealist imagery. The 1950s brought 
a change to his style which incorporated brighter colors and showing subjects from worldwide travels as 
can be seen in his 1979 painting, Blue Canoe Against the Reef.

Dimensions
Approximately: 21 1/4 × 28 1/2 in. (54 × 72.4 cm) Framed: 31 5/8 × 39 5/8 × 2 7/8 in. (80.3 × 100.6 × 7.3 
cm)


