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Basic Detail Report

Chain

Date
20th Century

Primary Maker
Dong

Medium
Silver

Description
This Dong or Miao fastener serves to attach counterweights to woman’s daily wear. In this case the 
fastener is made by connecting two chains to two coins, each of which functions as a button. The buttons 
hang through fabric loops on the back of an apron and the chain itself would have wrapped around the 
silver counterweight. These are predominantly used by the Dong, but Miao villages in the region also use 
the counterweights. Silversmithing is exclusively performed by men and taught from father to son.

Dimensions
1/4 × 21 1/4 × 1 in. (0.6 × 54 × 2.5 cm)


