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Necklace

Date
mid to late 20th Century

Primary Maker
Dani

Medium
Plant fiber and Job’s tears

Description

Job’s tears, the seeds of a grain-bearing grass indigenous
to New Guinea, are often used throughout the island as a
decorative bead strung with plant fiber string to make
necklaces and adorn headdresses and other ornamental
items. In addition to the Dani practice of finger mutilation

for mourning widows, these women are also known to
have worn these Job’s tears necklaces as a sign of their

mourning.

Dimensions
Flexible: 38 1/2 x 8 x 1in. (97.8 X 20.3 x 2.5 cm)
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