
Page  of 1 1

Basic Detail Report

Earring

Date
mid to late 20th Century

Primary Maker
Dani

Medium
Cassowary Quill

Description
The Dani are known to use cassowary quills in certain ornamental items such as headdresses. Not much is 
known about their usage of cassowary quills as earrings. If these earrings were used similarly to other area 
groups, then they were generally reserved for festivals or celebrations, but were sometimes worn on a day 
to day basis. Based on Asmat usage, it is likely that at most two of these earrings were once connected 
like links in a chain. Per Jean Brunner, when she first came across these items in 1996 they were being 
worn by a Kombai woman at a wedding. This is a small group of tree dwelling people living just southeast 
of the Dani. Tobias Schneebaum mentions a similar group, the Korowai as casual wearers of cassowary 
quill earrings. There are more examples still of the nearby Asmat’s ear ornaments made from cassowary 
quills.

Dimensions
2 1/2 × 3 7/8 × 1/4 in. (6.4 × 9.8 × 0.6 cm)


