Basic Detail Report

Shawl (Nyauni)

Date
early to mid 20th Century

Primary Maker
Naga

Medium

Cotton and wool

Description

This shawl, called a nyauni, was made by the Konyak tribe of Nagaland and may only be worn by wealthy
tribe members. It, like many Naga shawls, consists of three pieces individually woven and later sewn into
one piece. In Naga culture, only women spin and weave. Furthermore, working with red dye is restricted to
elderly women or women who are not of much value to their tribe, as it is believed that young women
working with red will die violently. As nyauni feature red fields, it is likely that this object was made by an
elderly Konyak woman.

Dimensions
501/2 x 124 in. (128.3 x 315 cm)
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