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Basic Detail Report

Vest

Date
c. 1960

Primary Maker
Miao

Medium
Cotton and silk

Description
The textiles of the Miao in Southwest China are 
appreciated for their exuberant, decorative qualities. 
Organic designs such as the flowers seen on this vest are 

commonly employed motifs. Embroidery is widely practiced throughout Miao communities. It is likely to be 
a continually used technique due to the fact that it does not require the use of burdensome tools and as 
such can easily be done anywhere. While embroidery is achieved through the use of hand dyed silk 
threads, this vest was likely produced for the tourist market. As such, it is possibly made with synthetically 
dyed and mass produced threads.

Dimensions
19 1/2 × 18 1/2 in. (49.5 × 47 cm)


