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Statue of Juan Cabrillo in the Courtyard 
of Bowers Museum

Date
c. 2011

Primary Maker
Peter Seitz Adams

Medium
Oil on panel

Description
Juan Rodriguez Cabrillo is known as the first European 
explorer to discover California and thus a sculpted 
representation of him was chosen for the museum’s Ada 
E. Bowers Fountain within the courtyard of the Bowers 
Museum. The fountain was built in conjunction with the 
museum in the mid-1930s. The creation of the fountain 

was made possible by a special trust created by Mr. and Mrs. Charles W. Bowers. The trust specifically 
allowed for $25,000 to be set aside for a fountain to be built on the premises of the museum. Sculptor Ada 
May Sharpless was in charge of the fountain’s design.

Dimensions
16 × 12 in. (40.6 × 30.5 cm) Framed: 22 3/4 × 18 3/4 × 1 1/2 in. (57.8 × 47.6 × 3.8 cm)


