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Apron

Date
20th Century

Primary Maker
Miao

Medium
Cotton

Description
Textiles of the Miao in Southwest China are appreciated 

by many regions for their exuberant, decorative qualities. The textile, whether it is a jacket, robe, or other 
source of wear, is known to have a dialogue of the cultural communication embedded within the fabric 
itself. The topics of communication include various materials of the culture, such as legends and songs. 
The full traditional costume is intended to be worn during public occasions, especially during large Miao 
courtship festivals. Typically made by a young woman for herself, it solidifies the wearer’s individuality 
within her own community during cultural events.

Dimensions
without straps: 17 1/16 × 14 3/4 × 1/4 in. (43.3 × 37.5 × 0.6 cm) with straps: 58 11/16 in. (149 cm)


