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Basic Detail Report

Mortar

Date
early to mid 20th Century

Medium
Wood

Description
A brown wooden goblet-shaped mortar from the Bagabag 
Island in the Madang Province of Papua New Guinea and 
dates from the early to mid-20th century. The mortar 
features a carved face motif with protruding noses and 
mouths. The object is noted to have been excessively 
used due to the apparent discoloration wear on the inside. 
Mortars—an object type common to the entire world due 
to their efficiency at pulverizing foods, pigments, and 

more.

Dimensions
9 × 9 × 13 3/4 in. (22.9 × 22.9 × 34.9 cm)


