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Basic Detail Report

Armband Currency (Wauri)

Date
late 19th to 20th Century

Medium
Conus shell

Description
Armbands played a crucial role in the decoration of the 
warrior, allowing status to be shown both in battles as well 

as at ceremonial events. This band was placed on the arm below the elbow and is made from a hollowed 
out conus shell that shimmers in the daylight. Because the shell is such a prized possession, this type of 
armband denotes very high status for the owner. Wauri were also given as bride price.

Dimensions
6 1/2 × 4 × 3 3/4 in. (16.5 × 10.2 × 9.5 cm)


