Basic Detail Report

Bellows

Date
19th to early 20th century

Medium
Wood

Description

These 19th to 20th century bellows are made of wood.
This style of wooden bellows made by several of Gabon’s
cultural groups would have originally had each cavity
covered by airtight skin. Long wooden sticks connected to
the skins would have allowed a blacksmith or their
assistant to quickly push the air in the sealed chambers of
the bellows through wooden tubes and into clay pipes to

supply a fire with air. This style of bellows might not have
fueled the production of iron tools in Africa, but it did fan

that flame.

Dimensions
Overall: 22 in. (55.9 cm)
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