Basic Detail Report

Currency (Kongo)

Date
19th Century

Primary Maker
Mongo

Medium
Copper

Description
This spiraled, 19th century currency is attributed to the
Mongo culture in the northern region of the Congo. It was
discovered from excavations of Central Nigeria, in the
Ibgo-Ukwu region. Although this particular piece is
associated with the Mongo culture, some sources suggest
this object comes from the lyembe tribe of the Kongo
people, also located in the northern region of the Congo.
Typically made of copper, there are several varieties of
shake-like coils, such as the wire 'mitako’ currency in the
Ngombe culture. Spiraled currencies such as the Kongo,
were used throughout Zaire as money.

Dimensions
31/2 x 40in. (8.9 x 101.6 cm)
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